Spring Creek Farm CSA
2010 Season Internships

Internships

We are looking for a season-long farm intern this summer. The farm intern will work directly with the Farmer/Director and the Assistant Farm Manager. All interns will have the opportunity to help with projects of interest to them (farming, building, or educational outreach/programming) once their basic work is completed.
Dates/Schedules

Intern applicants are given preference based on being available for the majority of the summer farm season.  Ideally, interns will be here from early/mid-May through September, with more flexibility at the end of the season.  Interns are expected to work 30 hours/week.  Generally, farm interns will not be expected to work weekends, and will be able to take one day off each week.  CSA harvest will take place on Mondays, with a Farmer’s Market harvest likely on Wednesdays.  Interns will be able to take scheduled time off for travel and exploration once the season gets under way.
Basic Info – Spring Creek Farm

Spring Creek Farm is located on Alaska Pacific University's 800-acre Kellogg Campus, which is 1/3 conventional hay fields and 2/3 woods and wetlands (see www.springcreekfarmak.org).  There are several miles of trails on the campus for running and hiking.  We are a fourth-year CSA operating on about ¾ acres of intensively planted beds within a 16-acre transitional hay field.  We are in the process of developing an Educational Farm on-site and expanding the CSA such that it can help support the educational programming.  In addition to growing for a 40-share CSA, we also grow for sales to a local restaurant and for a small local Farmer’s Market this summer. This year we will also be raising a small number of pasture-raised pigs for shareholders. 
For the past 3 years, our CSA season has run for 19 weeks, from late May/early June through early October.  We grow a wide variety of crops, including warm-weather crops grown in passive hoophouse/greenhouse structures.  Our season is short and cool, and many crops are grown from transplant.  We own a tractor for tillage and rely on hand tools for most things such as cultivation and compost spreading. 

Compensation

Interns agree to work 30 hours/week in exchange for a private wall tent, some food,  (legumes, cheese, farm-fresh eggs, and produce in season), and a $300.00/month stipend. 
Accommodations

Accommodations consist of a private platform wall tent (roughly 8’ X 10’) with deck supplied with a cot or air mattress and a camp chair.  Interns will have full access to a shared house with bathrooms, kitchen, computer lab, washing machine/dryer and indoor living space.  Interns will be expected to share in the routine clean-up and caretaking of the house.
Expectations

Interns are expected to be willing and enthusiastic workers.  Farming can be physically challenging and monotonous at times, and summer weather conditions in South Central Alaska are often cool and wet.  Interns are expected to treat each other with respect and consideration, and to communicate clearly with each other, the Assistant Farmer, and the Head Farmer. Farming Interns will be expected to participate in all aspects of sustainable farming, including weeding, harvesting, planting, laying irrigation, fencing, compost-making, tilling, farm-expansion work (ever more tilling and fencing), and staffing CSA drops and Market tables.

Requirements

No experience required, some demonstrated interest in agriculture preferred.
Palmer, AK

Palmer is a small picturesque town of about 4-5000 located 3 miles from the Farm.  All basic amenities are available, from grocery stores (Safeway and Fred Meyers) to fine restaurants to coffee shops.  In the past, interns have gotten to and from town on bikes, by foot, by sharing rides, and by hitch-hiking.  We do have a couple bikes available for summer use.  The Palmer area is full of outdoor recreational opportunities, from mountain biking to whitewater rafting to hiking and hunting and fishing.  Summer highlights include local music/bluegrass festivals and local peak climbs.  I encourage my staff to take advantage of living in the middle of the most beautiful place on Earth (I’m a bit biased) and try to facilitate their explorations however I can.
Staff

Permanent staff on-site include Michael Kircher, the Educational Programs Director, Mimi Rooney, the CSA Farmer and Steve Rubinstein, who runs the MSOEE program, and his family.   

Summer staff in addition to interns will include a full-time Farm Educator (working with local school gardens and other garden-based educational programs), and an Assistant Farmer.  Non-human occupants include several large dogs, 3 cats, 2 Scottish Highland cattle, a small flock of laying hens and a few ducks.  The larger Farm is also home to a conventional hay farmer and a growing animal husbandry operation which includes cattle, pigs, chickens, goats, and a few yak and bison.  While not affiliated with APU or Spring Creek Farm CSA, there are opportunities for interns interested in learning more about raising and slaughtering meat animals to observe and participate where appropriate.  

Other work opportunities

In the past 2 summers,interns who were looking for outside work found it as tour guides at the Musk Ox Farm, located about a mile away.  I am very willing to work with other work schedules as long as my harvest days are well staffed.
Application

Please send a resume and cover letter explaining your desire to be a farm intern, and outlining any experience you might have, to Mimi Rooney.  Please include the names of 2 references.  We will schedule phone interviews with qualified applicants.
Mimi Rooney





Farmer






907.746.2795





mrooney@alaskapacific.edu



